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What Are 
Liberal Arts?

At the College of Liberal Arts, you’ll explore 
big ideas and learn how knowledge connects 
across fields. Interdisciplinarity is built into 
the liberal arts, so you’ll examine people, 
culture, science, data, and creativity — often 
at the same time.

The result? Graduates who think critically, 
communicate clearly, and adapt as the 
world changes.

A liberal arts 
education teaches 
you how to 
understand – and 
shape – the world.

CLA  
welcome to
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Thinkers and Humanists explore how people 
communicate, create meaning, and understand one 
another. You’ll learn to read closely, write clearly, 
and understand ideas in context — across history, 
language, and culture.

This way of thinking helps you see multiple 
perspectives and make sense of complex issues —  
skills that matter wherever people work together.

Understanding people and  
the world we live in.

Getting to 
meet so many 
professionals 

within my 
department…

getting to build 
a community 

surrounding my 
major has been so 

rewarding.
Rachel H.   |   Majors: History 

& Political Science

“

”

Thinkers & Humanists
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Researchers and Analysts use scientific and analytical thinking to understand how the world  
works. Through labs, research, fieldwork, and analysis, you’ll learn how to test ideas and make 
informed decisions.

CLA is home to several research centers and labs where undergraduates work alongside faculty – 
tackling everything from human behavior to health, technology, and society.

Using data and evidence to answer real questions.

Researchers & Analysts I was constantly engaged 
and learning something 

new, often rewiring what 
I previously thought 

to be true. I have been 
accepted into and am 

going to attend the 
University of Toledo 

PA Program… I am so 
incredibly grateful for 
what the future holds.

Vivianne N.   |   Major: Biology, 
Society & Environment

“

”
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Creative Types

Creative Types use imagination, 
storytelling, and design to communicate 
ideas and solve problems. You’ll learn by 
doing – writing, making, performing, 
revising, and refining your voice. 

And creativity here isn’t limited to the 
arts. It’s a way of thinking that shows up 
in every industry.

With the Twin Cities as your classroom, 
you’ll be surrounded by a world-class 
arts and media scene.

Where imagination 
meets impact. 

One aspect of my major that surprised me is how 
versatile it is in any field of work you go into...my 

communications major has helped me in so many ways, 
I wish people knew how many career paths you can 

have when you are a communications major!
Josie F.   |   Major: Communication Studies
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Change-Makers
Change-Makers study how societies work and how decisions are made. You’ll explore issues 
locally and globally, and learn how knowledge turns into action. 

This path prepares CLA students to lead, advocate, and apply ideas to real-world challenges. 

Understanding systems – so you can challenge them.

My political 
science courses 
encouraged me 

to think critically 
and engage in 

thoughtful, 
respectful 

dialogue about 
the challenges 
we face in our 
communities 

and our world. 
Kia X.   |   Major: Political Science”

“
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Advising & 
Support

From your first 
registration through 
graduation, you’ll have 
a dedicated CLA advisor 
who helps you explore 
options, plan your path, 
and adjust as your 
interests grow.

You’ll also take CLA 
first-year and sophomore 
experience courses 
designed to build 
academic confidence, 
personal wellbeing, and 
career readiness —  
while connecting you  
with peers, mentors,  
and opportunities.

You’re never figuring 
it out alone.

10 Core Competencies — 
The CLA Advantage

No matter your major, CLA students 
build versatile career competencies 
across courses, projects, and 
experiences.

You’ll graduate with strengths like:
• Critical & Analytical Thinking 
• Writing, Presenting, and Storytelling 
• Creativity & Problem-Solving
• Ethical Decision-Making
• Leadership & Collaboration 

These are the skills that employers value 
– and the ones that help you adapt.
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Internships & Real-
World Experience
Learning that goes beyond the classroom.

Career Readiness  
& Outcomes

CLA Career Services helps students connect  
their education to future careers and graduate 
programs. From exploration to application, you’ll 
learn how to translate your experiences into any 
professional context.

CLA students put ideas into action through...

Internships: Connect your studies to real-world work 
while building experience and career connections.

Faculty-led research & creative projects: Work with 
professors on real projects to explore ideas, build 
skills, and prepare for careers or grad school.

Community-engaged learning: Gain hands-on 
experience through service and volunteering while 
making a real impact.

Study abroad: Earn credit while studying around the 
world and gaining global experience.

These experiences help you test interests, gain 
confidence, and see how your education shows up  
in the real world.



16

CLA MAJORS  
& MINORS

Acting (BFA)
African American & African
	 Studies
American Indian Studies
American Studies
Anthropology (BA & BS)
Art (BA & BFA)
Arts Education
Art History
Asian American Studies (minor)
Asian and Middle Eastern   		
	 Studies
Astrophysics (BA)
Austrian and Central European
	 Studies (minor)
Biology, Society and  
	 Environment
Chemistry (BA)
Chicano-Latino Studies
Classical and Near Eastern  
	 Religions and Cultures
Communication Studies
Comparative U.S. Race and  
	 Ethnicity (minor)
Computer Science (BA)	
Creative Writing (minor)
Cultural Studies and  
	 Comparative Literature
Dakota Language
Dance (BA & BFA)
Developmental Psychology  
	 (BA & BS)           
Digital Media Studies (minor)
Dutch Studies (minor)
Earth Sciences (BA)
Econometrics (minor)
Economics (BA & BS)

Economics - Business  
	 Economics
Economics - Quantitative
English
Ensemble Music (minor)
Environmental Geosciences  
	 (BA)
Finnish (minor)
French and Italian Studies
French Studies
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
	 Transgender (minor)
Gender, Women and Sexuality
	 Studies
Geographic Information Science
	 (minor)
Geography (BA & BS)
German (minor)
German, Scandinavian,
	 Dutch
Global Studies
Greek (minor)
Health Psychology (minor)
Hebrew (minor)
History
History of Science, Technology,
	 and Medicine (minor)
Human Physiology
Individualized Studies (BIS)
Individually Designed  
	 Interdepartmental Major
Islamic Studies (minor)
Italian Studies
Jewish Studies
Journalism
Latin (minor)
Linguistics
Mathematics (BA)
Media and Information
Medical Spanish (minor)

Medieval Studies (minor)
Museum & Curatorial Studies
	 (minor)
Music (BA & BMus)
Music Education (BMus)
Music Therapy (BMus)
Norwegian (minor)
Ojibwe Language
Philosophy
Physics (BA)
Political Science
Population Studies (minor)
Portuguese Studies (minor)
Psychology (BA & BS)
Religious Studies
Russian
Social Science Genetics (minor)
Sociology (BA & BS)
Sociology of Law, Criminology,
	 and Justice (BA & BS)
Spanish and Portuguese Studies
Spanish Studies
Speech-Language-Hearing
	 Sciences
Sports Media and Promotion  
	 (minor)
Statistical Practice

Statistical Science (BS)
Strategic Communication: 
	 Advertising and Public
	 Relations
Studies in Cinema and Media
	 Culture
Swedish (minor)
Technical Writing and
	 Communication (BS)
Theatre Arts
Urban Studies (BA & BS)
World Music (minor)

Note: BA program unless 
indicated. Most BA programs 
also offer a minor.

The University of Minnesota is an equal 
opportunity educator and employer. 

This publication is available in alternative 
formats upon request. Direct requests  
to Undergraduate Admissions at  
612-625-2008 (TTY for hearing impaired: 
612-625-9051).

The University’s mission, carried out on 
multiple campuses and throughout the 
state, is threefold: research and discovery, 
teaching and learning, and outreach and 
public service.

© 2026 Regents of the University of 
Minnesota. All rights reserved.
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